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Chapin Mine, Iron Mountain, MI
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Michigan Abandoned Mine 
Lands Inventory

Michigan Abandoned Underground Mine Inventory was 
produced for the Land and Mineral Services Division, Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources, Lansing, Michigan. 

Michigan Underground Abandoned Mines Inventory
Department of Mining Engineering,
Michigan Technological University 
Phone: 906/487-2610
Email (about the web site): mining@mtu.edu
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Mine Hazard 
Awareness 
Campaign 
Fact Sheet 



Michigan Mine Inspectors

Underground copper minesMine Inspector
Sulo Hiltunen
482-2484

Houghton County

Underground iron minesMine Inspector
Charles Sliger
(906) 355-2516 

Baraga County

Underground iron minesMine Inspector
Frank Santini
501 E. Blaine St.
Iron Mountain, MI 49801
906-774-6095

Dickinson County

Underground iron minesMine Inspector 
Peter Korach
1904 Pisoni Street
Iron River, MI 49935
906-265-9011 
http://www.iron.org/government/mine_inspecto
r.htm

Iron County

Underground iron mines, several other 
metallic exploration shafts

Mine Inspector 
John E. Carlson 
806 N. Second Street
Ishpeming, MI 49849 
Phone 485-1392 

Marquette County



Salt Mining in Michigan





Solution Mining

Dry Underground Mining

Detroit, 
Michigan



Brief History
A radical change in salt production occurred in 1906 
when the Detroit Salt and Manufacturing Company 
started sinking a shaft for underground mining of rock 
salt. In 1913 the International Salt Company assumed 
control of Michigan’s only underground salt mine. As 
recently as a few years ago, miners at this mine, one of 
the world’s largest rock salt mines, worked 1,200 feet 
beneath Detroit and other Wayne County communities. 
The mine, which consists of 100 miles of tunnels, has 
never experienced a collapse or mine fatality. The mine 
was closed in the 1980’s but has now been reopened 
and is in operation.



Three important factors lie behind the location and 
development of the Detroit salt mining area:

1) A healthy market requiring salt for the meat processing 
industry, chemical industry, water softening snow and ice 
removal from roads and highways.

2) Abundant salt at a reasonable depth and of sufficiently high 
quality to permit economical mining,

3) The availability of low cost water transportation on the Great 
Lakes which facilitates the movement of salt in Canada from 
eastern Saskatchewan Province to western Quebec Province, 
and in the U. S. from the "Dakotas" to western New York State.




